
Your recent article, “There’s Life after 
High School,” really opened a slew of emo-
tions for me. I’m sure it has given strength 
and inspiration to many students and I thank 
the author for sharing her success story. 

I was especially surprised at the teacher’s 
letter to the editor saying that it is precisely 
this attitude that teachers detest. I guess this 
teacher has never been in a struggling stu-
dent’s shoes. Of course in hindsight her 
attitude sounds careless, now that she finally 
sees that high school didn’t define her future 
success. However, let me tell you that under 
the façade of carelessness lies a humiliated 
and hopeless student who just can’t make 
heads or tails out of the endless information. 
Oh, and that mortifying moment when the 
classroom is pin drop silent as I was orally 
quizzed, the feeling that my invisible dunce 
cap will remain on my head forever, and the 
modified test that well-meaning teachers 
give the “weaker” students not always in the 
most discreet or wisest ways.

And as my self-esteem continued to 
plummet so did my social standing.

I was made to believe that the world was 
set up to only work for those who are aca-
demically successful. As of now school 
systems continue to focus on and define 
their student body based on academic excel-
lence. 

No, I did not receive an elementary or high 
school diploma, yet I’ve been employed in 

a high-ranking position for over ten years 
and consider myself a wonderful wife and 
mother. I look at my classmates who sailed 
through school earning top grades now 
trying to make sense out of their own lives, 
and actually turn to me for advice on life. I 
might have flunked geometry, Chumash 
and earth science, but had I been tested on 
common sense, emotional intellect and 
coping skills, I’d be class valedictorian.

Thanks Ami for continuing to be the voice 
of the people by the people.

Sincerely,
M. C.

A Response to 
Rabbi Eckstein
Genetics testing empowers 
families
In reference to “My Take,” Issue 299

Dear Editor:

We are writing in response to Rabbi Yosef 
Eckstein’s article “Genetic Testing? Only 
When It Will Do No Harm.” As the only 
national organization dedicated to support-
ing women and families of all Jewish back-
grounds at increased risk due to a BRCA 
gene mutation or living with breast and 

ovarian cancer, thousands of Jewish women 
have turned to Sharsheret (Hebrew for 
chain) over the past 16 years for our exper-
tise and guidance to address their most 
intimate issues and concerns. 

While we respect the knowledge of Rabbi 
Eckstein, founder of Dor Yeshorim, as it 
relates to recessive genetic conditions in the 
Jewish community, we must assert the im-
portance of learning your family history and 
determining your BRCA status. We connect 
with thousands of women from across the 
country who share that being armed with 
the power of this genetic information has 
literally saved their lives. In turn, these 
women are going to the next level and 
providing support to others through 
Sharsheret’s private national peer support 
network. It is our experience that BRCA 
genetic testing does not destroy families; 
rather, it empowers families to make life-
saving decisions. 

 
Elana Silber, Executive Director and
Adina Fleischmann, Director of Support 
Programs, Sharsheret
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