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Education and Support Helps Patients Cope with Breast and Ovarian Cancer 
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Teaneck, New Jersey (June 3, 2019) -  Sharsheret, the only national not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to addressing the needs of women and families of all Jewish backgrounds facing breast 
cancer and ovarian cancer, announced its partnership with Northwell Health. The collaboration 
will provide a wealth of resources for New York State’s largest health system, its breast and 
ovarian cancer patients as well as leverage Sharsheret’s expertise in psychosocial support.  
 
Sharsheret will offer free Best Face Forward kits (makeup kits addressing the side effects of 
treatment), Busy Boxes (resources and personalized boxes of toys and games for parents facing 
breast or ovarian cancer while raising young children), Thriving Again survivorship kits, and 
newly diagnosed resource packets to Northwell Health breast and ovarian cancer patients. These 
resources will be introduced to patients through co-branded cards and referral forms distributed 
to patients and with posters on display at Northwell Health Cancer Institute facilities. Cards, 
referral forms, and posters will explain how Northwell Health patients can order kits. In addition, 
Sharsheret staff will be onsite at Northwell Health cancer centers to provide support as needed 
for patients and caregivers on a monthly basis. 
 
“Working together with Northwell Health, we understand first-hand the importance of providing 
the highest level of care while being intimately knowledgeable about the unique issues and 
concerns of each and every patient,” said Sharsheret Executive Director Elana Silber. “Our 
partnership will provide true patient-centered care, support and education that will improve the 
quality of life for thousands of women and families facing breast and ovarian cancer in Queens, 
Long Island, Westchester and Staten Island.” 
 
“Collaborating with Sharsheret extends our reach to provide additional support to women 
diagnosed with breast and ovarian cancers through survivorship,” said Richard Barakat, MD, 
Physician-in-Chief and Director of the Northwell Health Cancer Institute. “Our focus at 
Northwell is to provide the highest quality comprehensive cancer care. We recognize patients 
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and their families facing breast or ovarian cancer have unique needs and we are grateful to 
receive the additional support from Sharsheret. 

 
For more information and to get involved today, visit us online at www.sharsheret.org or call us  
at 866-474-2774. 
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ABOUT SHARSHERET 

Sharsheret, Hebrew for chain, a national cancer organization with five offices (California, 
Florida, Illinois, New Jersey and New York), serves 150,000 women, families, health care 
professionals, community leaders, and students, in all 50 states. Sharsheret creates a safe 
community for women facing breast cancer and ovarian cancer and their families at every stage 
of life and at every stage of cancer - from before diagnosis, during treatment and into the 
survivorship years. While our expertise is focused on young women and Jewish families, more 
than 15% of those we serve are not Jewish. All Sharsheret programs serve all women and men. 

As a premier organization for psychosocial support, Sharsheret is a member of the Federal 
Advisory Committee on Breast Cancer in Young Women, works closely with the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and participates in psychosocial research studies and 
evaluations with major cancer centers, including Georgetown University Lombardi 
Comprehensive Cancer Center. Sharsheret is accredited by the Better Business Bureau and 
has earned a 4-star rating from Charity Navigator for four consecutive years. 

What We Do 
  
One-on-One Support for women and their families touched by breast cancer and ovarian 
cancer (all free, confidential, and convenient) featuring 
●      Online 24/7 Live Chat 
●      Mental Health Professionals 
●      Genetic Counselor 
●      Peer Support 
●      Customized Beauty Kits 
●      Busy Boxes for Children 
●      Specialized Programming for Women Living with Metastatic Cancer 
  
 Education and Outreach for women, families, and community and medical professionals 
●      Healthcare Webinars 
●      College Campus Programming 
●      Community Educational Seminars 
●      Cultural Competency Trainings 
●      Comprehensive Resource Booklet Series 
  
Community Action for women and men of all ages 
●      B'nai Mitzvah Projects 
●      Team Sharsheret Races and Walks 
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●      Young Professionals Circle 
●      Teal and Pink Shabbat 
●      Local Volunteer Opportunities 
 

About Northwell Health Cancer Institute 
Northwell Health Cancer Institute helps patients throughout the greater New York City area survive and 
thrive, both during and after cancer care. Committed to cancer prevention, screening, diagnosis, 
treatment, research and survivorship, the Cancer Institute’s disease-focused, multidisciplinary teams 
provide holistic care, treating patients’ cancer, as well as other existing medical conditions. Our experts 
provide comprehensive, compassionate care through innovative clinical trials, state-of-the-art medical 
and radiation oncology treatments and leading-edge surgical techniques. More people from Long Island, 
New York City and Westchester choose Northwell for cancer care than any other health system—which 
means you have access to the most experienced cancer fighters in the state. To learn more, go to 
Northwell Health Cancer Institute. 
 
About Northwell Health 
Northwell Health is New York State’s largest health care provider and private employer, with 23 
hospitals, nearly 700 outpatient facilities and more than 13,600 affiliated physicians. We care for over 
two million people annually in the New York metro area and beyond, thanks to philanthropic support 
from our communities. Our 68,000 employees – 16,000-plus nurses and 4,000 employed doctors, 
including members of Northwell Health Physician Partners – are working to change health care for the 
better. We’re making breakthroughs in medicine at the Feinstein Institute for Medical Research. We're 
training the next generation of medical professionals at the visionary Donald and Barbara Zucker School 
of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell and the Hofstra Northwell School of Graduate Nursing and Physician 
Assistant Studies. For information on our more than 100 medical specialties, visit Northwell.edu. 
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