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Your Jewish Community Facing Breast Cancer This report is made possible in part by

The Federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has awarded 
Sharsheret a comprehensive five-year grant to enhance support for young Jewish 
women facing breast cancer. 

The prestigious, multi-year project, “LINK Program: Enhancing and Sustaining 
Structured Support Services for Jewish Young Women Diagnosed with Breast 
Cancer,” is the second major funding award that Sharsheret has received from the 
CDC. Through the project, Sharsheret will grow The LINK Program, four culturally 
relevant breast cancer support interventions that provide patient navigation, 
peer support, genetics information, and survivorship resources to young breast 
cancer survivors. 

“Sharsheret was founded to meet the 
needs of a highly at-risk population facing 
breast cancer,” said Sharsheret Founder 
and Executive Director Rochelle Shoretz, 
herself a two-time breast cancer survivor. 
“Our accomplishments are many and our 
impact felt nationwide, but there is much 
more for us to do. The CDC cooperative 
agreement presents an opportunity to strategically evaluate our programming with 
a focus on bridging the critical gaps that still exist in direct support, information, 
and health messaging for young Jewish breast cancer survivors.”

At the onset of this program, Sharsheret will partner with public health scientists 
at Georgetown University’s Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center to conduct 
a comprehensive evaluation process. Input from more than 40 existing national 
partners will be sought throughout the grant period. Ultimately, Sharsheret 
will disseminate its project findings to facilitate replication and adaptation of 
interventions among other high risk and young breast cancer survivor populations.  

“With advancements in cancer research, detection, and treatment, the number of 
cancer survivors is increasing,” said Shoretz. “It is the responsibility of Sharsheret 
to amplify our work to enhance the quality of life and reduce the cancer burden for 
young breast cancer survivors.”

SHARSHERET AWARDED FEDERAL SUPPORT TO 
AMPLIFY CANCER PROGRAMS

This project is supported 
by Cooperative Agreement 
DP14-1408 from The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention.
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For every day that we laugh, cry, think, daydream, talk, listen, 
fight, or love, we are survivors. Young or old, man, woman, or 
child living with cancer or loving someone with this disease, 
we are survivors. 

At Sharsheret, breast cancer and ovarian cancer brought us together, but it is our 
focus on survivorship that sustains us and moves us forward. 

In this issue, you will meet some of the many faces of survivorship at Sharsheret. Our 
B’nai Mitzvahs, young adults already making a difference. Our new staff member who 
first turned to Sharsheret as a breast cancer survivor, and now is helping amplify 
our work nationwide. Shana, a young woman able to move past her diagnosis at 
age 25 with help from her peer supporter. Joanie, a wife and mother who turned to 
Sharsheret for help defining her new normal after she heard these four words: “Your 
cancer has returned.” 

And you will read about recognition of our work – accolades from the floor of the 
New Jersey Senate and a prestigious award from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention to evaluate and strengthen our initiatives for tomorrow.    

The number of breast cancer and ovarian cancer survivors is expected to increase in the 
coming decade as a result of advances in cancer research, detection, and treatment. 
We will be here for families today, tomorrow, or at any point when breast cancer or 
ovarian cancer may touch their lives. Although no one chooses to get cancer, we can 
choose to share our journey of survival together through Sharsheret. 

MESSAGE FROM OUR FOUNDER AND 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Four words that will change a life forever…
YOU ARE A SURVIVOR

Rochelle L. Shoretz

DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL OUTREACH 
JOINS SHARSHERET

Please join us in welcoming Melissa K. Rosen, Sharsheret’s new 
Director of National Outreach. A graduate of the Hornstein 
Program at Brandeis University, Ms. Rosen joins Sharsheret 
with a master’s degree in Jewish Communal Service and more 
than 25 years in the non-profit sector. Ms. Rosen will manage 
outreach and education initiatives, cultivate community 
partners, and work to amplify the impact of Sharsheret’s mission throughout the 
country. Herself a breast cancer survivor, she is passionate about the Jewish community 
and cancer support and advocacy.

“Sharsheret’s mission is one that resonates for me, both personally and professionally. 
The combination of awareness, education, and support is the perfect trifecta. It enables 
us to assist women, families, and the Jewish community as a whole to deal with all 
aspects of the breast cancer journey,” Ms. Rosen said. 

Ms. Rosen can be reached at mrosen@sharsheret.org.

Melissa K. Rosen



SHARSHERET BY THE NUMBERS

The resounding sentiment from women served by Sharsheret is that we treat each caller as an individual. We understand that 
while a diagnosis may be the same, a woman’s experiences are unique to her. The impact of our work has grown manifold since 
that first 1,000 served in 2001, the year of our founding. Today, our constituent base exceeds 45,000 women, families, health 
care professionals, and community leaders in every state in our nation, as well as locales outside our borders. During Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month and Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, Sharsheret served hundreds of individuals.

76
CANCER OUTREACH AND 

AWARENESS EVENTS 
COORDINATED IN LOCAL 

COMMUNITIES

344
WOMEN SERVED 
THROUGH OUR 

NATIONAL SUPPORT 
PROGRAMS

24,464
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
DISTRIBUTED TO WOMEN, 

FAMILIES, AND HEALTH 
CARE PROFESSIONALS

741
CANCER INQUIRIES 

ADDRESSED BY OUR 
SUPPORT TEAM

57
SCHOOLS ORGANIZED 
SHARSHERET EVENTS 

ON CAMPUSES 
NATIONWIDE

40
SHARSHERET TEAL AND 

PINK SHABBAT®
 
PROGRAMS 

HOSTED AT HOMES AND 
SYNAGOGUES
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Looking back almost ten years, 
I think the first overpowering 
emotion I associate with my 
Stage 2 breast cancer diagnosis 
at age 25 is loneliness. It came 
before fear, denial, sadness, 
anger, and pain. No one could 
possibly understand what 
I was experiencing. Enter 
Sharsheret. The staff, 

peers, resources, gifts in the mail, and the 
intense realization that I was in no way 
close to alone in my journey. 
 
I will never forget my first peer phone 
call. Within 60 seconds, I experienced 
something that had not happened 
since diagnosis – I laughed. A lot. I 
started to feel like maybe everything 
was going to be ok and maybe there 
were people who could understand 
this insanity.  

I spent 16 months doing chemo and then 
the real healing began. This stage was even 
harder than the illness itself. I had to figure out my 
“new normal” and rejoin my previous life. With Sharsheret 
staff and a new peer supporter, I started to figure it all out 
and focus on my future.  
 
I re-entered the dating world. Who was I now? How was I 
going to address the “cancer thing?” It was a rough road 
of disappointment and confusion, and a different kind of 
pain. There were tear-filled conversations and practical 
advice from Sharsheret. In time, I was dating someone very 
special. He knew the broad strokes of my “story,” but not the 
real details. With help from Sharsheret, I figured out a very 

specific plan of action. Eventually, as a couple, we worked 
through difficult conversations and moments. Doesn’t 
everyone spend their fourth date sitting with an oncologist 
discussing cancer and the future? 

I had found an incredible partner. But, the more my life 
was moving forward, the more it became clear that my 
cancer survivorship had a huge impact on each step. As 
I was getting married, Sharsheret came through again. 

The consistent support and meaningful help truly 
came from my Sharsheret Ladies, as I started 

calling them. I am blessed with a one–
of-a-kind family whose love knows 

no boundaries – but for what they 
could not understand, they would 
ask, “Have you called Sharsheret?” 
Most recently, I called Sharsheret 
for the next thing that has come 
up. We are expecting our first child 
and I needed a totally new kind of 

support. It was a really fun call to 
make and I know that there was joyful 

screaming in the office as these women 
had become like family. 

 
Having had breast cancer at 25 changed my entire 

world. I thought I could do it alone. I was so wrong. I needed 
help and I got it from my Sharsheret Ladies. I am now a peer 
supporter to others and a speaker to college students and 
other young leaders. This transition from lost caller to peer 
supporter and presenter was a huge deal. I was recently on 
the phone with someone in the office and panicked when I 
asked if I could still call in as a survivor. I was told of course 
Sharsheret would be there for me and my family for many 
healthy and happy years to come. 

– Shana Glasser Beigelman

“HAVING 
HAD BREAST CANCER 

AT 25 CHANGED MY ENTIRE 
WORLD. I THOUGHT I COULD 

DO IT ALONE. I WAS SO 
WRONG. I NEEDED HELP 
AND I GOT IT FROM MY 

SHARSHERET 
LADIES.”

At every stage of cancer, your life changes. Some friendships grow stronger, others fade away. Milestones once taken for granted now 
take on unique challenges – dating, starting a family, pursuing a career. Many women who reach out to Sharsheret do so saying that no 
one understands what they are going through. That is why we established our Peer Support Program. With insight and wisdom, more 
than 4,000 Sharsheret peer supporters are connected nationwide to others with whom to share their cancer journey. To learn about 
the Peer Support Program, please contact Adina Fleischmann at afleischmann@sharsheret.org. Read Shana’s story:

From Lost Caller to Peer Supporter

PEER SUPPORT PROGRAM



Young adults on college campuses are our future – future health care professionals, future 
community leaders, future parents, and unfortunately, the next generation to be affected by a 
diagnosis of breast cancer or ovarian cancer. With a 1 in 40 chance of carrying the breast cancer 
gene (BRCA) mutation, compared to 1 in 345 in the general population, young Jewish women 
and men need to have access to resources that empower them to be proactive about their health 
before the diagnosis of cancer. 

To date, working with campus partners (Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life, Chabad 
on Campus, Alpha Epsilon Pi, and Alpha Epsilon Phi), we have impacted nearly 30,000 young 
adults nationwide through Sharsheret on Campus. The merit of our programming prompted 
AEPhi to select Sharsheret as a National Philanthropy in 2007. In celebration of AEPhi’s 
105th anniversary last October, the sorority encouraged their sisters to mark this occasion by 
hosting an AEPhi/Sharsheret Pink Shabbat event. For more information, please contact Ellen 
Kleinhaus at ekleinhaus@sharsheret.org.

University of Binghamton 
students participate in 
Sharsheret Fashion for a Cure.

Sharsheret on Campus at 
Rowan University.

Students at University of Pennsylvania participate in 
Sharsheret Pink Shabbat Cake Wars.

Boston University students 
celebrate Sharsheret Pink Day.

SHARSHERET ON CAMPUS 

Sharsheret’s Young Professionals’ Circle is excited to announce its second 
networking event on Saturday night, February 21st at Slate in NYC! Join us to meet 
and mingle with other young professionals and enjoy an open bar, food, billiards, 
ping pong, and more. 

Join our network of like-minded young professionals. Email Kaila Stein 
at kstein@sharsheret.org for more information on the event or to 
bring Sharsheret’s Young Professionals’ Circle to your area.

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS’ CIRCLE NETWORKING NIGHT
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Vivian’s oldest son, Evan, called one day following her 
diagnosis. He told her about Sharsheret, an organization he 
had learned of from his wife’s family. “They are here to help 
you, mom,” he told her. 

An avid baker, Vivian already knew of Sharsheret informally. 
But Vivian didn’t think she needed help. “Whatever was 
coming my way, I could deal with,” she said. “But 
as a wife and mother it pained me to see my 
family in pain. I think this experience was 
harder on them than it was on me. But I 
couldn’t prevent it. There was nothing 
I could do. And there was nothing 
they could do for me.”

It was especially difficult for her 
husband, Barry. A urologist, Barry 
had diagnosed more than 3,000 
people with cancer; still, he was 
not prepared to be on the receiving 
end of such news. “It’s difficult to go 
through this,” he said. “It’s a life-changing 
experience.”

So while Vivian handled notifying their extensive group of 
family and friends of her progress, 
Barry and their children 
reached out to Sharsheret. 
They found answers to 
questions and learned 
that there were others 
going through what 
they were experiencing. 
“I knew they had a place 
to go to help them. When 
they didn’t want to burden 
me, they had Sharsheret to turn 
to,” said Vivian. 

And it was through Sharsheret that Vivian’s family finally found 
a way to “do” something for her. With Passover approaching, 
middle son Jeremy mentioned that he was signed up to run 
the NYC Marathon. Youngest son, Ricky, decided that he, too, 

TEAM SHARSHERET: ONE FAMILY’S PERSONAL MARATHON

Just days after her daughter’s wedding last February, Vivian went for a mammogram. A few weeks earlier while at work as an occupational 
therapist, a child jumped up and hit into her breast. It was unexpectedly painful. Although Vivian wasn’t due for a mammogram until the 
following year, and her most recent one the year before had been fine, her still tender breast prompted her to get screened. Vivian had 
breast cancer.  

wanted to run and do so in honor of their mother. Evan also 
joined in, having run a marathon 10 years ago. Barry, who had 
last run a marathon some 20 years earlier, decided to run as 
well. Soon, all four men were signed up to run together as 
members of Team Sharsheret.  

“Training together was therapeutic and cohesive for 
us,” said Barry. “Every week we ran, following 

each other’s progress through a text 
message chain. We had nothing else to 

offer Viv as she went through surgery 
and chemo, an experience I equate to 
its own marathon. It’s like a 45K – a 
challenge to your body.”

As they trained, they raised money 
for Sharsheret. On the first day 
friends and family donated  $5,000. 

Soon, they were up to almost 
$20,000 – funds, they knew, that would 

help other families like them talk to staff 
clinicians or pay for the package Sharsheret 

sends to help a woman navigate her breast 
cancer journey. “Even when a person says they don’t 

need anything, it is still so very touching to receive this lovely 
package, to know someone is thinking of you,” Vivian said.

The day of the race, Vivian tracked her men as they ran their 
way through the city. As each one hit the 21-mile marker on 
5th Avenue, Vivian left the sidelines so she could run side 
by side with them for two blocks. When they all gathered 
together later that day, Jeremy presented 
his mom with a medal identical 
to the ones her family now 
wore. “‘You ran your own 
personal marathon,’ he 
told me.” 

While her race is not over, 
Vivian and her family 
know that Sharsheret is 
there for them every step of 
the way. 

“BUT AS 
A WIFE AND MOTHER 
IT PAINED ME TO SEE 

MY FAMILY IN PAIN. I THINK 
THIS EXPERIENCE WAS 

HARDER ON THEM 
THAN IT WAS 

ON ME.”



FLORIDA BY THE NUMBERS
Since the opening of our Florida Regional Office in June 2013:

To get involved in Florida, please contact Briana Schwarz at 
bschwarz@sharsheret.org.
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RACE WITH TEAM SHARSHERET

Whether you are an athlete, a casual exerciser, or simply choose to cheer from the sidelines, get inspired by Team Sharsheret and 
make a difference in the fight against breast cancer and ovarian cancer. To find out more about Team Sharsheret, including slots 
for sold-out races or competing in a race of your own choice, email athletes@sharsheret.org.

Team Sharsheret at Making Strides, New York City.

(Left to right) Rebecca 
Markoff, Sam Zagha, and 
David Federbush at the New 
York City Triathlon. 

Sima Hertzberg participates 
in the Sandy Hook 
Triathlon.
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Sharsheret is pleased to recognize the Center for 
Jewish Genetics, Chicago, IL, and Jewish Family 
Service of Metrowest NJ, our newest Sharsheret 
Supports Partners of Excellence, bringing our 
total to nine recognized organizations. 

The Sharsheret Supports Partners of Excellence 
program supports the efforts and activities of 
Sharsheret Supports partners who coordinate successful culturally relevant and 
community-based breast cancer and ovarian cancer support and education programs. 
Partners of Excellence receive financial support and national recognition of their 
programs from Sharsheret.

Sharsheret Supports combines local breast cancer and ovarian cancer resources 
with Sharsheret’s vast national expertise and culturally-sensitive resource materials. 
Sharsheret has established formal partnerships with 43 Jewish Family and 
Children’s agencies, health centers, and community groups in 25 states to assist in 
the development and maintenance of local, free breast cancer and ovarian cancer 
programs and support groups. To become a community partner in your area, please 
contact Melissa Rosen at mrosen@sharsheret.org.

NEW SHARSHERET SUPPORTS PARTNERS OF EXCELLENCE

Representatives of the Center 
for Jewish Genetics, Chicago: (Left to right) 
Leah Steinberg, Community Outreach 
Coordinator, Karen Litwack, LCSW, 
Director, and Aishwarya Arjunan, MS, 
MPH, CGC, CPH, Genetic Counselor.

SHARSHERET NATIONAL AND STATE ACCOLADES

Sharsheret staff receive Senate Resolution (Left to right): Fran 
Weinberg, Elana Silber, Rochelle Shoretz, Senator Loretta 
Weinberg, Sharon Stahl, Senate President Stephen Sweeney, and 
Kaila Stein.

New Jersey Senate Resolution 

Sharsheret’s staff proudly received a Senate Resolution 
from Senator Loretta Weinberg (NJ) on the floor of the 
New Jersey Senate during Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 
paying tribute to the “meritorious service, leadership, and 
commitment of Sharsheret.” 

Landmark Federal Support

Sharsheret was one of seven organizations selected to enter into 
a prestigious, five-year cooperative agreement with the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. The funding will support 
efforts to address gaps in support and health communication, 
marketing, and media approaches to disseminating health 
messages to young breast cancer survivors. Please refer to the 
article on the front cover for more details.

Exceeding Standards 

Sharsheret is one of 19 Jewish organizations featured 
in the 2014-2015 Slingshot Supplement for Women 
and Girls, a project of the Jewish Women’s Foundation 
of New York and Slingshot, a peer-giving network to 
support Jewish organizations and strengthen innovation 
in Jewish life. 

For the tenth year, Sharsheret was also featured in 
“Slingshot, A Resource Guide to Jewish Innovation,” an 
annual compilation of the most inspiring and innovative 
organizations, projects, and programs in the North 
American Jewish community. For information, please visit: 
www.slingshotfund.org/overview.  



Pink Diamond
Sherry and Neil Cohen
Family of Itza and Abe Stern
Rick Storch

Diamond
Arezoo and Sam Jesselson
Lynne and Caleb Koeppel
Leonard Lauder
Naomi and Alain Spira
Sussman and Wieder Families
Amy and Jamie Tadelis

Emerald
Dr. Nicole and Raanan Agus
Linda Gerstel and Ed Joyce
The Gorlin Family Foundation
Courtney Mizel
Alissa and Sam Zagha

Ruby
Anonymous
Joanne and Barry Aranoff
Virginia Bayer and Rabbi Robert Hirt
Deanna and David Blank
Suzi Rudd-Cohen and Philip Cohen
Rena Cole and Ephraim Bernstein
Marcia Donziger
Dr. Sarah and Yitz Feit
Cori Flam and Brad Meltzer
Herman Forbes Charitable Trust
Linda and Mark Gruenbaum
Shonnie and Sam Heller
Rochelle and David Hirsch
Carol Joseph
Nina Kampler and Dr. Zvi Marans
Deborah Leipzig
Debra and David Magerman
Mendelson and Wesier Families
Jennifer and David Miller
Esther and David Muschel 
Heather O’Neil and Arie Belok
Jane Overman
Dr. Adena Osband
Batya and Nachman Paul
Gail Propp
Arielle and Donny Rosenberg
Melodie and Martin Scharf
Daniela and Laurence Schreiber
Henry and Marilyn Taub Foundation
Wolfensohn Family Foundation
Esther and Dr. Dov Zeidman

Sapphire
Barbara and Jonathan Blinken
Jason Botnick a”h Jewel
Lauren and Martin Geller
Terri and Andrew Herenstein
Becky and Avi Katz
Barbara and David Messer
Lois Oestreicher
Terumah Foundation
Rachel and Marc Waldman
Tova Weinstock, and Aviva and Yannai Segal
Alissa and Sam Zagha
Zell Family Foundation

Embrace...resources for women living with advanced 
breast cancer or recurrent ovarian cancer
Busy Box...toys, games, and resources for young 
families living with a cancer diagnosis

Just two of our unique programs that  share a common core 
– each was borne of a life touched by Sharsheret. Since 2002, 
more than 95 individuals and families have made major 
gifts to Sharsheret; some supporting new initiatives like the 
ones listed above, others helping to ensure the continuity 
of our national programs, all seeking ways to honor a loved 
one. We call these philanthropists our Sharsheret Jewels. 
Sharsheret is grateful to this year’s Jewels, listed here, for 
their generous support, and invite you to establish a legacy 
gift for a loved one. For more information, please email 
Elana Silber at esilber@sharsheret.org.

SHARSHERET JEWELS
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Sharsheret celebrated with our Jewel families at a special 
Chanukah event at The Jewish Museum in New York City on 
December 1st. The evening featured a private guided tour of 
featured museum exhibitions and inspirational stories from 
the women of Sharsheret.  

LIGHT UP THE NIGHT

Presenter Naomi Levinson.

(Left to right) Guests Linda Weissman, Sharon Rubin, and 
Steven Levinson.



For Jews of Ashkenazi descent, the odds of carrying a breast cancer gene (BRCA) mutation are significantly higher than for women 
in the general population, heightening the chances of receiving a diagnosis of ovarian cancer. Since Sharsheret launched the Ovarian 
Cancer Program in 2010, we have responded to more than 870 inquiries. For more information about Sharsheret’s Ovarian Cancer 
Program, please email Adina Fleischmann at afleischmann@sharsheret.org.

OVARIAN CANCER PROGRAM
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I feel as though I have a very special 
connection with Sharsheret. They had just 
become a budding non-profit when I was 
first diagnosed with breast cancer at the 
age of 33. It was 2002: I had just moved 
to Atlanta and had to start chemotherapy 
as soon as I arrived. You can imagine how 
thankful I was to find Sharsheret’s Peer 
Support program that hooked me up with a 

woman who had gone through the same thing. It truly was a blessing 
to have someone who could relate to everything I was going through 
call and check on me weekly.   

Five years passed cancer-free and everything in my life was going 
great. My husband and I had adopted a baby from Guatemala. He 
was about to turn four when I got the news that changed everything. 
“Your cancer is back.” I literally fell to the floor crying in desperation.  

Sharsheret’s Embrace program offers women living with advanced breast cancer or recurrent ovarian cancer a network of resources and support 
specifically for them. For more information, please contact Shera Dubitsky at sdubitsky@sharsheret.org. Read Joanie’s story:   

EMBRACE

This was not supposed to happen to me.  I immediately called 
Sharsheret and started to have a weekly conversation with someone 
from their support staff.  I joined the Embrace program and they got 
me to the place where I could accept my “new normal.”  

Fast forward five more years and I am still able to watch my precious 
child turn ten years old due to the miracle of more treatment options in 
advanced breast cancer.  It is funny how life works because when I got 
the call to be asked to write this piece I was going to call Sharsheret 
myself!  I had just found out last week that the medication I was on 
for years had stopped working and I am going to have to change 
treatments again.  Any time I need extra support, my go-to people are 
those at Sharsheret.  It is an amazing organization where I receive love, 
guidance, and most important understanding about the toughest part 
of my life.  They truly are a blessing that I could not have done without.  

– Joanie Kower

It was a dreary October afternoon when I checked into the 
emergency room. I had been experiencing some rather disturbing 
symptoms for quite a while, but like the typical Jewish mother, 
chose to focus on the health needs of my family. For all you 
Monday quarterback readers out there – I know the song. Should 
have, could have, would have – but this is not how this story goes. 

Enter Sharsheret. Little did I know then, but Sharsheret holds your 
hands in their hearts regardless of who, what, when, and where you 
are. My first call connected me to Sharsheret’s Director of Navigation 
and Support Services. The welcoming warmth of her voice will remain 
etched in my memory. Her calm, professional manner enabled me to 
take a grip of the situation. She told me, “You are NOT alone.”  
  
Sharsheret sent me a welcome package, a makeup kit, and, most 
important, a booklet called “Our Voices” that truly framed how I 
faced the disease. I was completely overtaken by the writer who 
made a party out of what should have been a dreadful chemo affair. 
Her positive upbeat attitude became my mantra and guidepost. 
Every chemo session was an excuse for a different type of fiesta. 
There was music and laughter among the tears. But again, the 

You are not alone 

focus, as the blessed writer guided me, 
was centered on living LIFE. 

At one point, Sharsheret gently steered 
me to pair up with a peer supporter. 
At first I thought there could not have 
been a greater mismatch. But it was 
exactly what I needed. This disease has 
a lot of personal ramifications not easy 
to share. As a long time survivor, my 
peer supporter remains an anchor of 
support across the miles – informative 
and supportive without being intrusive, my own custom-designed 
angel from heaven to help me weather this storm. 
 
And what a storm this is. With the grace of G-d I am now disease 
free, and have great hope for the future. But let’s face it, a diagnosis 
of ovarian cancer is not a picnic in the park. Reaching out to 
Sharsheret has helped cushion the blow.  

– Miriam Friedman



SAVE THE DATE – BENEFIT 2015

Join hundreds of friends in celebration of Sharsheret at 
our Annual Benefit, Sunday, May 3, 2015, at the Marriott at 
Glenpointe in Teaneck, NJ. Hear highlights from our new 
five-year strategic plan, and participate in a silent auction 
showcasing valuable gift packages, electronics, jewelry, 
Judaica, and fine dining and shopping gift certificates. 
Visit www.sharsheret.org/benefit or call 
866.474.2774.

YOUNG PEOPLE MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Every year, remarkable young adults nationwide make a huge impact by raising awareness and critical funds for Sharsheret as 
part of their Bar or Bat Mitzvah charity work. Whether through a Sharsheret Pink Shabbat®, pink challah baking, bake sale, walk-
a-thon, dance-a-thon, or athletic event, our B’nai Mitzvah are helping ensure that Sharsheret is here for anyone whose life is 
touched by breast cancer or ovarian cancer. Contact Ellen Kleinhaus at ekleinhaus@sharsheret.org to learn more about sharing 
your celebration with us.
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BENEFIT 2014 HONOREES

In 2014, more than 600 guests celebrated with our Lisa 
Altman Volunteer Tribute Award recipient, Batya Paul, and 
Guest of Honor and breast cancer survivor, Blair Muss.

(Left) Lisa 
Altman Volunteer 
Tribute Award 
recipient, Batya 
Paul. (Right) 
Guest of Honor, 
Blair Muss.

Meet Our 2014 B’nai Mitzvah

Jared Blinken  
(Scarsdale, NY)

James Heisler
(Great Neck, NY)

Hannah Bouaziz
(Englewood, NJ)

Talia Hirsch
(Woodmere, NY)

Eitan Chasman
(Englewood, NJ)

Aliya Hollub
(Miami, FL)

Sarah Fischer
(Englewood, NJ)

Sarah Kitterman
(Macungie, PA)

Jacob Pool
(Fort Lauderdale, 
FL)

Maddie Sausen
(New Milford, NJ)

Lily Spar
(Beverly Hills, CA)

Leorah Gibson
(Merrick, NY)

Ryan Leibowitz 
and Alex Zucker
(New Rochelle, NY)

Nesya Graupe
(Mequon, WI)

Liat Marom
(Englewood, NJ)

Photos not available: 
Reuben Ascoli (Fairfax Station, VA)
Molly Lopkin (Teaneck, NJ)
Maya Mendelson (Livingston, NJ)

“It’s not that hard to make a big impact on other people,” 
–James, 2014 Sharsheret Bar Mitzvah



GET CONNECTED!

Call
866.474.2774

Email
info@sharsheret.org

Visit
www.sharsheret.org

1086 Teaneck Road, Suite 2G

Teaneck, NJ 07666

Your Jewish Community Facing Breast Cancer

FOLLOW US

@sharsheret1

channel: sharsheret1

facebook.com/sharsheret.org

@sharsheret

This Report to the Community was made possible in part with a generous gift 
from Amgen Oncology, a biotechnology pioneer committed to improving 
people’s lives by unlocking the potential of biology for patients suffering from 
serious illnesses including cancer. To learn more, please visit www.amgen.com.

SHARSHERET SHARES RESEARCH FINDINGS
Each year, Sharsheret staff attend national cancer conferences to present our research 

findings with leading health professionals. In 2014, Sharsheret was represented at 24 events.

Poster session detailing Sharsheret’s research 
findings at the San Antonio Breast Cancer 
Symposium.

Exhibiting at the Miami Breast Cancer Conference.


